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moral power and character, based on a vital
religious life. While immorality is perhaps more
widespread than among students of the West,
this is not to be wondered at. Before judging
the students of any other land let the reader
look into his own life and ask how far it is one of
moral victory. Realizing your own fierce temp-
tations, ask yourself what that fight would be
if your faith in God as Father and in Christ
as your Saviour were taken away, together
with the helps and restraints of a Christian
community.

The thousands of Christians who suffered
martyrdom in 1900, and the multitudes who in
the face of persecution refused to deny their
faith, showed the material of which the Chinese
character is formed.

To understand the problems and defects in
the religious life of the students of China, we
must recall the great religions which lie at the
background of China's life.1 Buddhism, to-
gether with ancestor worship, is still the religion
of the common people of China, while, broadly
speaking, Confucianism is the code of the
educated. Consciously or unconsciously, every
man in China is influenced by both religions,
and to some extent by Taoism also.

The three religions of China are supplemental.

1 JTor brief statement of the religions of China see Appendix D.